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Students from 35 Countries Showcase Solutions to Community Problems

Young people from around the world will gather in our nation’s capital July 15th - 17th to conduct live demonstrations of a remarkable international civic education program called Project Citizen. The Center for Civic Education, which developed Project Citizen, is convening an International Project Citizen Showcase in Washington, DC to demonstrate how the Center’s international programs equip young people to become effective democratic citizens.  
“From Poland, Ukraine, and Russia to South Africa, China, Indonesia, Colombia, and points in between, young people have used the lessons of democratic citizenship taught by Project Citizen to improve their lives and communities,” notes Charles N. Quigley, Executive Director of the Center for Civic Education. “Our goal is to share these Project Citizen success-stories - the results of America’s ten-year investment in the program.” 

The Center’s Civitas International Programs are funded by the US Department of Education under the Education for Democracy Act approved by the United States Congress; additional support is provided by the US Department of State, the US Agency for International Development, and other sources. Currently, students in all fifty states and in more than sixty countries participate in the program, collaborating in education for democracy exchanges managed by the Center for Civic Education and a network of partner institutions in the United States.

At the International Project Citizen Showcase, student-teams from participating countries will present their Project Citizen portfolios. Each student-team will describe a public policy problem it has identified, present information the student-team has gathered about it, alternative solutions considered, the solution proposed by their class to address the public policy problem, and an action plan to carry that solution to the authorities with the power to implement it. Student portfolios will be exhibited on Capitol Hill. 

For more information about Project Citizen, the International Project Citizen Showcase, or Civitas International Programs, please contact Arlene Benitez at the Center for Civic Education by telephone at 1.818.591.9321 or email at benitez@civiced.org.
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